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Abstract  
 
 
This project investigates the present high support for independence in Scotland. In 2011, after the SNP 
got a majority of seats in the Scottish Parliament, the party announced to have an independence 
referendum in 2014. The voters in Scotland are called to decide if Scotland should remain a part of the 
United Kingdom or if Scotland should become a fully independent country. Latest polls have shown 
that up to 25% of the electorate would vote in favour of being independent from the United Kingdom.  
This project, which is designed as a case-study, wants to understand the reason for the high support for 
independence and the possible causes. In doing so, this paper will use theories regarding active civil 
society, new social movement and neo-nationalism. In addition, there will also be a theoretical 
contribution trying to link the nationalist movement with globalisation. In order to answer the research 
question, the theory will serve as a lens from which the present case will be analysed. In doing so, the 
theoretical contributions will be clustered around five themes in order to deal with overlapping 
contributions within each theory. These themes are: Active civil society, competition over scarce 
resources, national identity/nationalism, symbolism and “influence of globalisation.” In brief, the 
analysis will show that the present support for independence can be mainly linked to economic related 
issues. The support for the SNP and for independence is not an issue which can be related to topics 
such as nationalism or the influence of globalisation. The findings of this project will be discussed 
further in the afterthoughts section in order to put the findings into perspective and contribute with a 
hypothesis for similar cases.   
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Introduction 
 
During the Scottish Parliament election on May, 5
th
 2011 the Scottish National Party (SNP) gained the 
majority in the Scottish Parliament. It is one of the main goals of the SNP to create an independent 
Scotland and to leave the United Kingdom.1 The government of the United Kingdom is of course 
unhappy with this outcome: “On the issue of the United Kingdom, if they want to hold a referendum I 
will campaign to keep our United Kingdom together with every single fibre I have.”(David Cameron 
2011).
2
 A referendum is set to take place next year (September 18
th
).
3
 2014 is a special year for 
Scotland, the Ryder Cup golf tournament and the Commonwealth Games will be held in Scotland. In 
addition, 2014 is also the year of “the 700th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, which 
saw the English army defeated by the forces of "King of Scots" Robert the Bruce, during the wars of 
independence.”
4
At this point there is no need to discuss if the Scottish voters are going to vote in 
favour of an independent Scotland or if they are going to remain part of the UK.  
 
The independence movement within Scotland is not unique, as there are other independence 
movements in Europe and other parts of the world. The English newspaper: The Huffington Post 
posted recently an article: “Scottish Independence: Is Separatism A Global Movement?”
5
 Other 
European examples of regional independence movements are the cases of Catalan in Spain and the 
creation of the state of Padania in northern Italy. Besides these examples, there are other cases, such as 
the independence movement in the Canadian province of Quebec.6 A more recent example of a 
successful independence election is the case of South Sudan (in 2011).
7
 At this point it is noteworthy, 
that the independence movement in Scotland is a rather recent phenomenon of the last decades. Right 
after the unification with the United Kingdom in 1707 there has not been any independence movements 
in Scotland because “…most Scots felt no serious grievance against England…” 
8
 Furthermore, after 
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the defeat of the Jacobite - Uprising in 1746, there has been no military conflict between both 
countries.
9
 Since then Scotland and England have a shared history.  
   It was only from the 1970s onwards, that the SNP gained more and more importance.
10
 During time, 
the SNP got more and more influential. The establishment of a Scottish Parliament in 1999 can be 
viewed as the latest “victory” in this case.11 It is rather puzzling to understand this slightly late rise of 
nationalist effort. Are these efforts due to cultural differences between England and Scotland in terms 
of language, religion and ethnicity or are these struggles more a result of economic difficulties? Is the 
nationalist movement therefore similar to movements in the 19th century or are other factors involved? 
Moreover, in comparison to nationalist movements such as in the Basque case or in South Sudan, the 
Scottish movement is peaceful and takes place at the parliamentary level.  
 
This paper is interested to investigate the reasons for the Scottish independence movement. As seen 
from above a succession movement is not a unique phenomenon. The case of the SNP and the Scottish 
independence movement is interesting because the SNP is not an extremist party, as can be seen from 
their wide policy spectrum. In addition, the party scored 69 out of 129 seats in the Scottish Parliament. 
Furthermore, while looking at the SNP, it becomes visible, that the SNP can´t be put into the 
“classical” left-right spectrum. The present desire for independence (or at least more autonomy) is not 
just a case of a Populist Party gaining power. The SNP´s policies, besides separation contain policies 
such as: green technology, employment policies and educational policies.
12
 For this reason, one can 
clearly link the SNP´s electoral success as a social movement. The knowledge gained from this project 
in understanding and analysing the reasons for the big support of the SNP can be used for other cases. 
Findings from this case can be applied to other nationalist independence movements.  
    It is interesting to investigate the reasons for the big support of the SNP. The latest figures reveal that 
24.5% of the voters would vote for yes, if the referendum would be if Scotland should become an 
independent country (Sep 19th 2013).
13
 This is not a necessary majority, but still, it is a huge amount of 
people who feel the need for an independent Scotland. In this aspect it is interesting to compare the UK 
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with Germany. Germany only got unified in 1871 as a “Kaiserreich”. Before that, the different German 
territorial states have often been in conflict against each other. The last big conflict was the Austro-
Prussian War (1866) in which Prussia along some of its German allies was fighting against Austria 
(which was allied with most of today’s Southern Germany).
14
 However today, there are no serious 
tendencies of movements within any of the German Länder to strive to independence. Keeping this fact 
in mind, the relatively high support for independence among Scottish voters is more surprising since 
the last military conflicts are more than 250 years ago.
15
 Therefore it is interesting to investigate why 
there is after such a long period a high support for independence.  
Therefore the Research Question of this paper is: 
 
What are the reasons for the high support among the Scottish electorate towards the Scottish 
National Party? 
1. Sub-question: Is the support for the SNP a form of New Social Movement, a result of neo-
nationalism or is the support for the SNP a consequence of globalisation?  
 
This project will investigate if the just mentioned factors can explain the present support for the SNP. 
This projects contribution can be interesting to apply to other cases around the world in order to make 
predictions or hypothesis about possible events. The independence movement in Quebec, Canada be 
seen as a relatively similar case.
16
   
 
At first there will be a short chapter providing background information about the SNP and embedding 
the present case. Thereafter the theoretical framework will be presented. The theories discussed in this 
project are, as just indicated, about civil society, New Social Movements, Neo-nationalism and 
globalisation. The main information from the theories will be presented and afterwards discussed. The 
methods chapter will present the way in which the RQ is going to be answered. At first there will be a 
brief overview of this projects academic angel, namely case study and the consequences of having a 
case study. After this, the data used in this project will be presented, as well as the way in which the 
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RQ will be answered. The project will then have an analysis chapter in which the material will be 
discussed and clustered along the themes. The analysis will end with a conclusion and with an 
afterthoughts section.   
 
 
Background information  
 
There will be a brief overview of Scotland’s conflicts with England, followed by an overview of the 
SNPs development.  
 
Conflicts between Scotland and England 
Regarding Scottish history, it is difficult to find an exact date at which to start. This project therefore 
simply starts with the establishment of the Scottish Kingdom. Historians see the reign of Donald II of 
Scotland (in power from 889-900) as the beginning of the Kingdom of Scotland.17 Since then there 
have been many military conflicts between the Kingdom of Scotland and the Kingdom of England. An 
important point in time is the year 1707 in which the Act of Union between Scotland and England was 
formed. Since that time Scotland is a part of England. The Scottish parliament, back then, was mostly 
in support for this Union due to economic and political reasons (trade with the New Colonies for 
example). The Scottish parliament stopped to exist and representatives were sent to London.18  
However, despite this Act there have been military conflicts until 1746 (mainly due to the Jacobite 
uprisings which were supported by France).
19
 Since 1746 there has not been any military conflict 
within the United Kingdom.  
 
Important facts about the SNP and its policy goals   
This sub chapter is meant to describe the SNP as an actor. Besides giving a brief presentation of their 
background, this sub-chapter will also present its main policy aims. The party itself views it as a 
“…social democratic political party committed to Scottish independence.“
20
 The SNP arose from 
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various nationalist movements back in the 1920s. All these movements culminated in the formation of 
the SNP in 1934 from the Union of the national Party of Scotland and the Scottish Party. In the early 
years and until after World War II SNP was not successful in their claim for independence. The success 
of the party was on relying on symbolical issues. From the 1960s onwards the party got more and more 
popular. At first the party gained popularity from criticising British influence on Scottish matters and 
then later during the 1970s/80s its main stance concerned the topic of north sea oil which could enable 
Scottish autonomy. The issue regarding the oil sources is very important.
21
 A recent article published 
by the BBC suggests that the current oil reserves in the Scottish part of the North Sea can be extracted 
for further 30 to 40 years.
22
 This opinion is shared by Professor Thomas Wälde (Centre for Energy, 
Petroleum and Mineral law & Policy at the University of Dundee). However, for Scotland to be able to 
fully utilise the revenue from oil sales, it needs to be independent.23  
 
The party continued to become more and more popular. From having 11 out of 71 Scottish seats in the 
UK Parliament (during the 1974 elections), to having 35 seats in the newly established Scottish 
Parliament (out of 129).
24
 The last success of the SNP was during the 2007 Scottish Parliament 
elections in which their share on votes for the first time outnumbered the share on votes of Labour (47 
to 46) and ended a 50 year long supremacy of Labour. This brief a summary of the SNPs history 
shows, that the party´s present majority in the Scottish Parliament (in Holyrood, Edinburgh) is not a 
recent phenomenon but a consequence of a long development. The party has always seriously been 
interested in independence and so far it seems that the main focus has always been rather towards 
economic policies rather than identity politics.  
 
The SNPs policy goals 
The arguments for an independent Scotland, as presented on the SNPs homepage, have their basis 
mainly on economic and political reasons. The main argument is that an independent Scotland can 
achieve better policies than being part of the United Kingdom (UK). Under the section Referendum   
“What's in it for me?” the first article mentions the importance of an independent Scotland: 
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“Independence is based on a simple truth. It is fundamentally better for all of us if decisions about 
Scotland’s future are taken by the people who care most about Scotland - that is by the people of 
Scotland. It is the people who live here who will do the best job of making our nation a fairer and more 
successful place.”
25
 Besides the aspect of having control of the North Seas oil fields, the SNP aims to 
increase the amount of green energy. Other areas in which the SNP assumes to deliver better policies 
are in the fields of education, health, economic growth or education.26 (Read more on the SNPs official 
policy programme; Vision: http://www.snp.org/vision).  
 
As mentioned, the following chapter is going to present the theoretical angel of this project. At first  
Calhoun (2001)”Civil Society/Public Sphere, History of the Concept” and his aspects of a civil society 
will be displayed. He is followed by Sutton and Vertigans (2006)”Islamic New Social Movements?” in 
order to get the main aspects regarding New Social Movements. Hylland Eriksen contribution 
“Globalization and the politics of identity” (1999) will serve as the main theoretical background in 
order to gain neo-nationalist theories. Finally Conversi (2010)”Globalization, ethnic conflict and 
nationalism” will be briefly presented in order to gain the tools to establish a link between nationalism 
and globalisation. The theory is complemented with contributions from Cohen and Kennedy (2013). 
 
 
Theory 
 
After the introduction, the theory will start to present Calhouns theoretical aspects. 
 
Introduction 
In order to have a starting point for this theoretical chapter the basic findings form Cohen and Kennedy, 
regarding globalisation and its impact on society, will be presented. With regards to this project is it at 
first important to mention a few important aspects of globalisation. In today’s world the distances 
between places seems to get smaller and smaller (due to increased traffic transportation and faster 
connections). Partly as a consequence of this, there is an increase of cultural exchange and a high 
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global mobility. In addition, transnational actors such as big transnational companies, international 
nongovernmental organisations or other global social movements affect the daily lives of people.
27
 A 
consequence of this is that we live in a network society (Castells 1996), in which societies and regions 
co-exist next to other societies.
28
 Cohen and Kennedy briefly summarise this development as 
commonality of problems, meaning that problems now can turn into global problems (the authors 
mention for example the financial crisis). These global problems lead people to believe that “… the 
world is constantly under assault.”
29
 Furthermore the actions of people on one side of the globe also 
affect the lives of people at other places. 
 
Contributions regarding the concepts of civil society and new social movements 
The first main contribution in this theoretical chapter is from Calhoun. He has written about the 
concept of civil society throughout history and this paper will pick up his definition of civil society. His 
definition of civil society will be used in this paper. 
 
Calhoun presents the concept of civil society as an independent political active body, outside of the 
normal political organization. Such a social movement has the aim to improve present conditions and to 
promote “minority” issues. Examples of these issues are gay marriage, life quality or environmental 
concerns. Such topics were organized and dealt with at a rather spontaneous level. In this context, the 
civil society is a “… intermediate institutional space between private (personal) and public (the object 
of official political institutions and actors).”30 In a modern capitalist society, in which political and 
economic issues blend together, the state is according to Habermas a participant in the market economy 
lacking the ability to promote “common goods”.
31
 Habermas views this process as sign that advanced 
capitalist societies lack legitimation and therefore lack also the ability to promote individual welfare. 
As a consequence, there is a formation of public discourses which takes place “…outside of the spheres 
of market economy and the welfare state... .32” 
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The next contributions are from Sutton and Vertigans. Their material has been chosen because they 
build on European new social movement (NSM) theory. This theory seems to be applicable as well, in 
order to gain further understanding and knowledge in order to answer the RQ.  The six most important 
key features of NSM as per Sutton and Vertigans will be briefly mentioned. In the analysis section 
these concepts, among the other theoretical aspects, will be discussed:  
  
1) NSMs are characterized by post-industrial and post material politics. NSM are interested to 
promote a post-industrial society. Such a movement, in contrast to industrial welfare-based 
movement, has the tendency to represent the whole society and not just parts of it. In addition 
NSM have the main focus to improve life quality and are not focusing on inequality, wealth 
distribution or interest representation at the state level.33  
2) The main activist in NSMs is the emerging new middle class. Their main input comes from 
work related input and it is their aim to improve overall life quality. Due to the fact that these 
movement have different backgrounds, they are referred to as “…social rainbow 
coalitions…”.
34
  In addition, these forms of political participation and influence are organised 
outside the formal institutionalized state government systems.   
3) Furthermore it needs to be mentioned that “although NSMs are diverse, movement scholars 
have noted that they represent the emergence of a relatively new type of social movement 
characterized by loose networks, anti-hierarchical structures, and participatory approaches to 
organization… .
35
” In addition, such movements tend to have loose organization forms and 
unlike trade unions and ordinary political parties are at the sub-political level.36  
4) A further characteristic of such movements is that they tend to make use of symbolic and easily 
recognisable actions. As example of this is the use of media in order to strike the citizens 
interest to a certain topic. Sutton and Stephen Vertigans mention the environmental 
organization Greenpeace and their media campaigns. Due to the fact that such groups act 
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outside of the established political framework, these movements have the possibility to directly 
indicate problems or issues which needs further improvements.
37
 
5) NSMs stand in contrast to old movements (such as fascism or communism) because these new 
movements don´t follow an ideology which they seek to impose on other people. Instead these 
movements have the aim to limit the invasion of the government in the daily life of its citizens. 
In addition, NSW “…organizations’ attempts to combine radical aims with reformist strategies 
and to reconcile new-middle-class interests with those of marginalized groups distinguished 
the new movements as a group… .
38
” In relation to this, Sutton and Stephen Vertigans sum-ups 
state very well, that NSM “… coherence consisted of a shared “ideological bond” centred on, “a 
humanistic critique of the prevailing system and the dominant culture . . . and a resolve to fight 
for a better world here and now with little, if any, inclination to escape into some spiritual 
refuge”… .
39
” 
6) A final aspect which needs to be mentioned in order to characterize NSMs is that these 
movements have among other issues the goal to promote self-realisation and the right to be 
autonomous. It is therefore a further characteristic of NSMs to claim the right to be different. A 
last aspect mentioned in the literature is that NSMs are more likely to be found in an economy 
which is largely service sector oriented.
40
  
 
Hylland Eriksens contribution 
In order to begin with this sub chapter it is important to briefly mention Cohen and Kennedy’s 
contribution to the topic “nation-state”. The concept of nation state is a 19
th
 and early 20
th
 “invention” 
by governments. This involves the that people living within one territory start seeing themselves as 
belonging to something “bigger” and were also willing to accept that a higher authority manages legal 
and political affairs. This goes along the decline of local identities, towards the citizen´s identification 
as being part of the nation state (for further background information consult Cohen and Kennedy 2013 
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Global Sociology, chapter 5).41 Already due to the name of the main actor behind the Scottish 
independence movement (the Scottish National Party) it is already inevitable to use neo-nationalist 
theories. This is the main reason why Hylland Eriksen has been consulted.  
As per Hylland Eriksen a consequence of the speedy development of globalisation is the rise of identity 
politics. These politics are based on the preservation of traditions and ethnic or national identities.
42
 In 
connection to the just mentioned, he mentions that there exists “…a set of common cultural 
denominators which threaten to eradicate local distinctions. The hot-dog (halal or not, as the case may 
be), the pizza … are truly parts of world cuisine; identical pop songs are played at identical 
discotheques in Costa Rica and Thailand… .43” These global trends seem to threaten locally produced 
goods and habits. Other factors, mentioned are, the worldwide spread of human rights. As a 
consequence of such developments there has been in the last years a development of political 
movements which aim to reinforce, national identities and individuality. This trend has been observed 
in many societies. These recent nationalist identity movements can be seen as a response to the 
“threatening” aspects of globalization.44  
It is difficult to fully classify these modern identity movements. These movements cannot be put into 
the “classical right-left wing box”. This is due to the fact, that such new identity movements follow 
different aims: from separatist nationalist movements, minority movements, anti-modern reactions to 
individualization, protection against control from outer forces to the protection of resources.
45
  
However, neither of “… these interpretations and judgements tells the whole story, both because the 
concrete movements in question differ and because the phenomenon of identity politics is too complex 
for a simple explanation to suffice.
46
” 
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The six most relevant contributions from Hylland Eriksen are:  
1) Identity politics are always linked to the rivalry of scarce resources. There is often the belief 
that resources are not fairly distributed and therefor a lack of economic wealth and prosperity 
comes along. 
2) The forces of modernization and globlisation can actually portray already existing differences 
and therefore have the potential to start conflict. A group might suddenly realizes that they are 
worse off than that the “other group”.  
3)  A further feature of this neo-nationalist movement is that there suddenly similarities dominate 
over the regional differences. It is aimed to have a group which is more or less homogeneous 
and which can clearly distinguish themself from the other group.  As per Hylland Eriksen, this 
simplification is conducted by the upper and fortunate parts of society in order instrumentalise 
an independence movement for their own interests.
47
    
4) New nationalist movements remember old events in which inequality and discrimination 
occurred to “their” group. This can be memories relating to suppression or lost battles hundreds 
of years ago. 
5) In addition, present identity politics often refer to political symbols and the creation of myths. It 
is the aim, by using such cultural symbols “…to downplay the difference between personal 
experiences and group history. In this way, it becomes perfectly sensible for a Serb to talk about 
the legendary battle of Kosovo in the first person ("We lost in 1389"),.. .48” 
6) Finally, new identity movements oversimplify the actual social complexity and condense facts 
to the most common denominator. The idea of a collective identity is based on the most basic 
criteria’s such as language, religion and geography.
49
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Conversis contribution 
A further contribution to this theoretical chapter which will be used in order to answer the RQ is from 
Conversi. His contributions are useful because he looks at the relationship between globalization and 
nationalism.  
One of the first aspects Conversi discusses is that as per his opinion the momentum of 19
th 
century 
nationalist movements has not stopped and continues until today. It is therefore interacting with 
globalization. The effect of globalization is that it destroys the classical national border “… by 
superimposing a plethora of supra-national and corporate networks on them, including mafias, 
organized crime, and multi-national corporations (MNCs)… .
50
” In addition such new forces are not 
that easily visible and therefore the nation state cannot that easily find ways to deal with them.  The 
nation is a modern creation, but is still attached to its history. Similar to the previously discussed 
theoretical approaches, Conversi agrees that nationalism is a way to ensure that the national identity 
survives and can be protected from outside influences. In connection to this, he continues to mention 
that modernity can be seen as causing the rise of nationalism.
51
  
 
The next chapter in this paper will be the Methods sections. This section will outline the type of 
research which will be done and how the theories will be used. At first the concept of a case study will 
be presented. Thereafter this projects philosophy of science will be presented as well as the kind of data 
which will be used in order to answer the RQ. The methods section will end with a delimitation section 
and with an outline of how the analysis will be conducted.  
 
 
Methods  
 
Case study  
The nature of this project, as can be assumed by the title, will be a case study. So far there is no 
common definition of how to define a case study. As Levy states, in the face of “… the widespread use 
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of case study methods throughout the social sciences, no consensus has emerged as to the proper 
definition, either of a case or a case study.”
52
 The same view is shared by Gerring: “Regretfully, the 
term “case study” is a definitional morass”
53
, and always represents a trade-off.
54
   
There is a different perception within academic literature of what to can be seen as a case study. This 
project chooses to follow the definition of the Oxford English Dictionary, because this definition fits 
best to the papers research angle. It is defined as an “…attempt to understand a particular person, 
institution, society etc., by assembling information about his or its development”.
55
 A case study can 
range from analysing a single community, a city, an organisation or even a single historical event.
56
 
Gerring argues that also a “…country may function as a case, a unit, a population, or a case study.”
57
 
For this reason a case study is applicable to Scotland. The case in this project is to investigate the 
reasons for the high support towards the SNP and the relatively high percentage of Scottish people 
being in favour of independence. Moreover, the case can be further isolated, because this project´s 
analysis takes its main point of departure from the 2011 Scottish elections and the SNP´s official 
announcement of the independence movement. However, since it is impossible just to start from the 
2011 Scottish parliament elections, the case study will also have to take a look at previous events. The 
focus of this paper is to explain the high electoral support for the SNP by using theories dealing with 
civil society, NSM, neo-nationalism and globalisation. Furthermore, this case can be easily defined and 
therefore separated from other possible variables. This aspect will be discussed further in the coming 
delimitation section. In this context, the case will only focus on Scotland or to be more precise, on the 
Scottish electorate and their attitude towards the SNP. The Unit of Observation is the Scottish 
electorate and the SNP. In relation to this, the Unit of Analysis is the relationship between the 
electorates and their support for the SNP.   
 
The type of case study  
This case study in this project is a blending of an idiographic case study and of a plausibility probe. A 
idiographic case study aims to “… describe, explain, or interpret a particular “case” and which can be 
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either inductive or theory-guided; hypothesis generating case studies; hypothesis testing cases, which 
combine Lijphart’s theory-confirming and theory-informing categories;… .
58
 “A plausibility probe on 
the other hand can be seen as a transitional stage between creating and testing a hypothesis. However, 
in practice there is often no clear separation between these ideal types and in many cases a case study 
combines several of the above mentioned aims.
59
 Applying an idiographic case study to this project 
means that this projects aims to describe and understand the high support for the SNP and the high 
polls of Scottish voters being in favour of independence. It is the aim to explain the reasons for the high 
popularity by using theories about civil society, New Social Movement theory and theories dealing 
with Nationalism (consult the theory chapter). The theory serves as a “tool” which presents the 
concepts which have to be analysed and will set the overall guideline. Moreover, a possible outcome of 
the analysis can be to examine if the present high support for independence can be seen as a 
consequence of globalisation or if other factors play in. The outcome of the analysis therefore is to 
establish a conclusion which can be applicable to other similar cases. Therefore, this project is on the 
one side hypothesis generating (due to the fact that the outcomes can serve as a basis for other similar 
cases) and also partly hypothesis testing case study (because it is partly an aim to investigate if the 
support for independence is a result of globalisation, which is a sub question of the main RQ). Owing 
to the just mentioned facts, this project is best described as being the just mentioned plausibility probe.   
 
 Levy mentions four different kinds of idiographic case studies: Inductive Case Study, Theory-Guided 
Case Study, Hypothesis-Generating Case Study and Hypothesis Testing. This project will frame two of 
the just mentioned studies, namely: Theory-Guided Case Study and Hypothesis-Generating Case 
Study.  A Theory-guided case study has the intention to “… explain and/or interpret a single historical 
episode rather than to generalize beyond the data.”
60
 As has been indicated in the Introduction, in order 
to understand the present developments in Scotland, theoretical concepts will be used in order to 
explain the present situation. 
 However, unlike the just mentioned type of case study, there will be deductive approach in 
understanding the present situation. The theories will be used as a tool in order to be able to explain the 
present events. Nevertheless, it will be analysed if the theories are suited to explain the case and in 
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contrast to a “normal” theory-guided case study, it is the aim of this paper to contribute to present 
findings and to develop new knowledge. Therefore this papers methodological approach is partly also 
inductive.
61
 It is not the aim to create a new theory or to contribute to the present theoretical debate. 
Nonetheless, the findings of this project can be used and applied to a similar case, for this reason the 
projects findings can be used in order to create a hypothesis for similar cases. This can be, for example 
the independence movement in Quebec, Canada. At this point it needs to be mentioned that both cases 
have some similarities. Quebec used to be a French colony until the French and Indian wars (1754–
1763). (In this war, France along the colonist of Quebec fought against England).
62
 Since then it 
remained a part of the English Empire and is today a province of Canada. Similar to Scotland there has 
been a peaceful coexistence for about 250 years. Parallel to Scotland, the independence movement in 
Quebec is of non-violent character and takes place at the political level.63 In connection to this, as 
mentioned in this chapter earlier, this paper is therefore partly also a hypothesis-generating case study. 
Such a case study has the aim to generalise the case beyond the data.
64
 Levy mentions two important 
aspects about such a case study: 
1) “They examine one or more cases for the purpose of developing more general theoretical 
propositions, which can then be tested through other methods, including large-N methods.” 
2) “It is important to note, however, that hypothesis-generating case studies contribute to the 
process of theory construction rather than to theory itself.”
65
 
 
The projects standpoint regarding the case study 
Regarding the just mentioned aspects, the projects point of view needs to be elaborated. Even though 
Levy suggests to apply a case to a many similar cases (in order to further test the findings of a case 
study), it is not possible within the context of this project. The first reason is that there are “just” 194 
countries in the world and only a few countries have a serious nationalist movement (such as Canada or 
Spain). Therefore the findings of this project can only be applied to a few cases. Consequently this 
project is not fully in line with Levy’s large-N method and the number of cases is only limited to a few.  
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Regarding the second aspect, since this project just looks at one case, it is not possible to establish a 
statement which can be applied to other nationalist/separationist movements. In order to be able to 
establish a theory, more than one case of nationalist movement would need to be analysed. Thus, due to 
the fact that this paper just looks at the case of Scotland it is not possible to establish a theory. 
However, the findings can be picked up by another researcher and therefore contribute to the process of 
theory construction. The analysis section will pick up the just mentioned aspects and incorporate them. 
Finally there are a few aspects regarding a case study which need to be mentioned in order to classify 
this project further. This project is not a longitudinal case study, because the departure of the analysis 
does not date back to the 1970s. Statistical data, which will be used dates back to the year 2012. Even 
though the SNP has gained in popularity since the 1970s the theory which guides the framework, does 
not make any requirements to go back with the analysis to the 1970s. However, some of my material 
(such as academic literature) will discuss the rather recent events and will therefore not go too far into 
the past.  
 
Theory of science - Ontology and Epistemology 
In this section there will be a brief presentation about this projects ontological and epistemological 
point of view. Ontological position of this work is that there is a world out there which is independent 
of my knowledge.
66
 Due to the fact, that my material is based on academic literature, official 
documents form the SNP and findings from surveys, there is a possibility that certain relevant aspects 
might be left out. However, while looking at the research strategy, there is no plausible evidence that 
important aspect will be left out nor not taken into consideration. This aspect will be further discussed 
in the delimitation section. In relation to the ontology, the viewpoint of this project is positivism. 
Besides the already mentioned aspect, that there might exist a reality outside of my knowledge, the 
positivist approach suits because this project tries to create a relationship between the support for the 
SNP (social phenomena) and its possible causes. The theory here serves as a kind of pair of glasses 
which will be “put on” in order to see if reality (here the high support for SNP) can be explained by it. 
In addition, unlike the literature regarding methodology which states that there is a positivist approach 
within social phenomena, the RQ of this project does not assume a causal relationship in any way. It is 
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the main aim to uncover the factors which cause the high support for the SNP and to explore the nature 
of these factors. However, a possible outcome of this project can be that a causal relationship exists. 
This project is searching for causal relationships but it is not a part of the RQ. After the factors behind 
the support for the SNP have been uncovered and explained, it is possible to present causality.
67
 
The Epistemological point of view in this project is realism. This position has been chosen because it 
shares two similar views with positivism. Namely, that realism also assumes that there is a reality 
which exists without the researcher is fully aware of it and that social events have a causal relation. 
New is that realism assumes that there are “… deep structures that cannot be observed and what can be 
observed may offer a false picture of those phenomena/structures and their effects… .68” Regarding the 
just mentioned aspect, I am aware that there could be other factors explaining the high support for the 
SNP, but due to the fact, that secondary survey has been chosen, the possibility that all aspects are 
covered are not fully given.  
 
Material used in this project 
In this subsection the material which I am using will be presented.  There will be qualitative data, as 
well as quantitative data.  
 
Qualitative Data 
The sources of Information regarding qualitative data are wide ranging. At first it needs to be 
mentioned that the official homepage of the SNP will be used in order to gain material for the analysis. 
This will contain as well, other data such as Blogs from politicians, policy statements or comments. In 
addition, academic literature will be used in order to back up on facts and to supplement the evidence 
in the analysis. Finally, to a small extend there will be also a use of newspapers. Information from the 
above mentioned sources will be extracted and applied to the theoretical framework in this project.  
   In general, the statements of the SNP and other politicians will be viewed upon critically. This also 
applies for newspaper articles. Attention will be paid towards having an objective analysis.   
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Quantitative Data 
 A big part in the analysis will be based on the analysis of statistical material. Such material contains 
information about the percentage of people and their attitude, for instance, towards the SNP and the 
independence of Scotland (Questions asked in such a survey can be such as: “Should Scotland become 
an independent country?”69 The surveys used in this project are from statistical companies.  
The survey agencies in this project are:  
1) Panelbase.com   
2) TNS.com  
The surveys will be looked at and relevant information will be gathered. The data from the surveys 
provide for instance information about the voters who support the SNP, gender or economic status. By 
using more than one agency and several surveys it is aimed to have a high validity. This data will be 
used and interpreted with the concepts form the theory chapter. By the use of such secondary data, 
there is no real need to go directly to Scotland and to do surveys. Such secondary sources have several 
advantages. One advantage of using secondary data from survey agencies is that their data is of high 
quality. There is no 100% certainty that the data which is obtained from such organisations is accurate 
and reliable, however Bryman states that often such “… data sets have been generated by highly 
experienced researcher… and by social research organisations that have developed structures and 
control procedures to check on the quality of the merging data.
70
” By looking at the statistical data 
from, for instance, panelbase.com it is possible to take a look at the attitude towards independence in 
previous years. This would not be easy if the people are asked now about their opinion since they might 
forget what their opinion was a few years ago.
71
  
 
The survey agencies way of gathering data 
The surveys from Panelbase and TNS, used in this project, ask the respondents questions relating to the 
independence of Scotland. The answers are presented in percentage and in absolute numbers. Besides 
this, information about the voters such as age, gender or previous voting patterns are displayed. The 
surveys from TNS and Panelbase have been preferred against the surveys from other agencies (such as: 
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YouGov or whatscotlandthinks.org). The reason for doing so is that the later survey agencies do not 
have such a detailed overview as per the socio-economic grading scale. This grouping is used in the 
UK in order to refer to people’s different social grade and income levels. This grading code is mainly 
used for market research. A= upper middle class; B= middle class; C1= lower middle class; C2= 
skilled working class; D= working class; E= lowest level of subsistence.
72
 TNS and Panelbase summed 
up their findings the following: AB: XY%; C1: XY%; C2: XY%, DE: XY%. This presentation of data 
enables the reader to easily categorise the information. In contrast to this, the socio-economic data from 
the not used survey agencies just displayed their data subdivided into two categories. Such as: ABC1: 
XY% and C2DE: XY%.
73
  
   A possible weakness of such secondary data might be that there is no control of how the data has 
been gathered.74 However, the agencies have been contacted and presented the way in which the date 
has been gathered. The surveys from TNS were conducted face to face. The information for their 
samples (of normally 1017 adults, 16+) where gathered from all 71 Scottish parliament constituencies. 
There could not be found any detailed information of how the respondents exactly were selected, 
however, TNS states, that the information was gathered via “…Omnibus, Scottish Opinion  
Survey. For this survey, sampling points are selected to be representative of Scotland demographically 
and geographically.”
75
 Also while conducting the homepage of TNS and Omnibus, there could not be 
found any detailed information in order to gain information as per how the data was collected. 
However, TNS also stated that it is a member of the British Polling Council and follows the rules. 
Moreover TNS works as per the Code of Conduct established by Market Research Society.
76
 The case 
is similar regarding Panelbase. The only information they provide, is that they fully ensure to have a 
well weighted and representative sample of the Scottish electorate (age 16+). The main differences, that 
Panelbase has a membership database, these members are contacted via Email if their information is 
needed (in this case regarding their opinion towards Scottish independence). The participation is 
rewarded by small financial benefits. Similar to TNS there is no direct description of the way their data 
is gathered. It is only guaranteed by Panelbase, that the sample is well weighted and fitted towards the 
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target population. 77 (This might be due to the company’s privacy policies. Also an Email request send 
to them in order to gain more information did not present any new information   consult Appendix 
section 1).   
 
Delimitation  
This section will mention the aspects this project does not discuss and analyse. With this delimitation 
possible uncertainties as well as questions will be eliminated. To start, the theory from Sutton 
Vertigans mentions that it is a characteristic of a NSM, that is promotes post-industrial values.  It is 
very difficult to characterise the policies of the SNP as being post-industrial. In order to be able to 
answer the question, it would be necessary to analyse at first, if the United Kingdom can be seen as a 
post-industrial society. Therefore, the main theoretical focus would be the contributions from Inglehart 
(which has been consulted by Sutton and Vertigans). Having his work in mind, the policies of the SNP 
would have to be compared against the policies of for example the conservative party (in power at the 
moment). In addition, in order to be able to do so, it would be necessary at first to establish if the UK 
can be seen as a post-industrial society (as per Ingelhart). This approach is out of this projects reach. 
Furthermore, there is no evaluation if the policies of the SNP or other policies such as Labour or from 
the Conservatives are better for Scotland. In relation to this aspect, there is also no assessment if the 
policies from London are better for Scotland or if the local government in Edinburgh will be able to 
increase living standard. In connection to this point, there will also not be any discussion of 
independence will actually benefit Scotland in any ways.    
   To be clear, the main focus of this paper is the SNP and the reasons behind the high support. There 
are also other parties supporting the independence, such as the Scottish Green Party.
78
 Besides the just 
mentioned party, there is also Radical Independence Campaign.
79
 The possible effect of these parties 
will not be dealt with. 
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How the RQ will be answered and operationalization of concepts 
This section is going to present the way in which the analysis is going to be conducted. Thereafter the 
operationalization of the concepts will be presented as well. The analysis will cluster around five 
themes which have been extracted from the theory. These themes are: active civil society, competition 
over scarce resources, national identity/nationalism, symbolism and influence of globalisation. Looking 
at the wide array of concepts from the theory, it is the best solution to look for common themes and 
cluster them accordingly. In the analysis the material will be presented and analysed. These findings 
will then be discussed by applying the theoretical concepts. These concepts serve as a tool which 
provides the necessary perspective in order to better understand the case of Scotland.  
 
 
Analysis  
 
As already stated in the methods section, the materials (qualitative and quantitative) will be analysed by 
using the theoretical concepts. The order will be: active civil society, competition over scarce 
resources, national identity/nationalism, symbolism and “influence of globalisation.” This analysis will 
end with a conclusion and afterthoughts section.  
 
Theme: Active civil society  
The first theme which will be discussed is about the civil society. It is the aim of this first section to 
investigate if it is possible to see the support for the SNP as a result of an active civil society. 
   What can be seen in Scotland is, that the main discussion if Scotland should leave the United 
Kingdom is not taken at the official level at the government of the United Kingdom, but is decided on 
the local level (in Scotland). Another interesting aspect about the independence movement is that it 
only represents a rather small fraction of the United Kingdom’s population. (UK population: 63.2 
million; Scotland: 5.2 million).
80
/
81
 A further characteristic of the present movement is that the SNP has 
an official website and their politicians are represented at the parliaments in Westminster and in 
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Edinburgh. Remarkable about the referendum is, that the government of the UK in Westminster gave 
their permission that the SNP can hold the independence referendum next year. The referendum is not a 
kind of radical attempt by Scotland to gain independence, but stands on legal basis and the outcome 
will be accepted by the British Government.
82
 
   The survey agencies Panelbase and TNS have conducted surveys in order to investigate if the support 
for the SNP is carried by large parts of the population and which parts of the population are supporting 
the independence movement (consult methods chapter). However, the available statistics give some 
evidence which indicate that the Scottish independence is not desired by only one part of society. A 
survey from Panelbase (conducted between the 23
rd
 and 28
th
 of August, 2013) indicates that the support 
for independence is almost equally desired by all parts of society. The survey asked: “Q3. …Should 
Scotland be an independent country?”83 
   The answers were divided as per the different socio-economic grading (consult Methods chapter) and 
it seems to be the case that the lower the socio-economic status, the higher the wish for independence. 
(AB: 39%; C1:32%; C2:48%; DE: 55%).
84
 While speaking of the just described Panelbase survey, 
there is strong evidence that those voters who support the SNP are also in favour of independence. 
Regarding the statement: "Scotland could be a successful, independent country"; out of all those who 
voted for the SNP during the 2011 elections, 83% stated “Yes, I agree.”
85
 This information is relevant 
because it give reasonable evidence that there is a link between those voters who are in favour of an 
independent Scotland and those who vote for the SNP.  
 
At this point it is interesting to mention the results of a different opinion poll. A similar survey was 
conducted in August by TNS which asked: “Q1. There will be a referendum on Scottish Independence 
on the 18th of September 2014. How do you intend to vote in response to the question: Should 
Scotland be an independent country? The “yes” answers are the following: (AB: 18%; C1:23%; 
C2:23%; DE: 33%).
86
 Here, there can only be speculation regarding the deviating results. The statistics 
agencies have been conducted and mentioned that such different answers are not uncommon. In 
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addition, a possible reason for this slightly different outcome is that TNS has conducted face to face 
interviews while Panelbase conducted online interviews. Furthermore, even though both questions aim 
at a similar aspect they are not identical and have a different focus. This could be a further reason for 
the differing outcome (consult Appendix section 2). However, it is not the main aim of this paper to 
investigate the reasons for the different outcomes. It is important to state, that the support for Scottish 
independence is from all parts of society. Moreover, a further piece of evidence is the increasing 
amount of membership. Latest available figures show that the SNP has by now more than 25.000 
members.
87
 From 2011 to 2012, the SNP states that the membership increased by more than 22% 
(2011: 20,139 members; 2012: 24,732 members).
88
 This is also backed up in academic literature.
89
 At 
the same time the membership of Labour/Scotland (as mentioned the previously most popular party in 
Scotland) has declined. From 30.000 members in 1997 to app. 13.000 members in 2010.90  
    In relation to the just stated, while looking at the just described surveys it is evident that the support 
for the SNP is proportionally higher in lower social classes (Panelbase survey: 55% in socio-eco 
grading DE; TNS: 33% in socio-eco grading DE). A year earlier the results were similar. A survey 
from Panelbase (2012) asked the following question; “Do you agree that Scotland should be an 
independent country?” The yes outcome which was 37% at that time could be sub-divided along the 
socio-eco grading schema: (AB: 29%, C1: 33%, C2: 44%, DE: 39%).
91
 TNS asked in 2012 a similar 
question: “I AGREE that the Scottish Government should negotiate a settlement with the Government 
of the United Kingdom so that Scotland becomes an independent state.” The percentage of yes votes 
(30% at that time) was subdivided the following: (AB: 26%, C1: 24%, C2: 26%, DE: 41%). The 
possible reasons for the different outcome have been discussed previously.  Even though the just 
described findings are not identical, it is obvious that the lower the social class of a voter is, the more 
likely it is that he would vote in favour of Scottish independence.  
 
In relation to the recent findings from above, while looking at the support for the SNP it is interesting at 
this point to include the findings from Johns, Bennie and Mitchell. Their contribution analyse if the 
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support for the SNP is more or less equally among gender. Their findings indicate that the support for 
the SNP´s independence claim is mostly shared by male voters. The authors do not give exact figures 
about the percentage differentiation between male and female support for the SNP, but ”… the 
tendency for the SNP to appeal more to men than women has emerged persistently in studies of the 
Scottish electorate.”
92
 In addition, the authors investigate that a similar pattern is observable while 
looking at the member ship of the SNP.93 The authors themselves state that they could not find any 
plausible explanation for this.
94
 This is also not part of this project RQ, but it is at this point interesting 
to note, that the SNP´s support is mainly male in origin.  
 
This sub-analysis has presented interesting findings. Despite the theory, that a NSM is mainly 
supported by the middle class, there is evidence for this project to assume that people from a lower 
socio-economic grading tend to prefer independence. In addition, men are more likely to support 
independence than woman. To sum up, it is possible to indicate, that the present high support for the 
SNP can partly be seen as the result of an active civil society. Even though a majority of the supporters 
are from a lower socio-economic grading, there is still support towards independence from all parts of 
society (measured in this project by the socio-economic grading scale). Also, from the perspective of 
the United Kingdom, the case of Scotland and the wish for independence can be seen as a rather 
minority issue and stands in line with the theory. The theoretical contribution form Calhoun and his 
definition of an active civil society are rather poor and it is not that easy to apply his contributions to 
the case. Nevertheless, it is possible to speak of the civil society which is in favour of the SNP. Unlike 
stated in the theory, the support for the SNP and the independence referendum is going in accordance 
with the UK government and within the established institutions. The presented theory is not that clear 
as per the exact definition of an active civil society but following quote helps to understand: “Civil 
society refers to the domains in which social life is self-organizing, that is, in which it is not subject to 
direction by the state.”
95
 The electoral support for the SNP can be understood by active civil society 
which chooses to vote SNP in order to change the present status quo.  
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Finally, the concept of an active civil society operating in Scotland is also discussed by Soule, Murray 
and Steven. Scotland has been since 1707 in a Union with England and therefore lost its sovereignty, 
however “…a vibrant and distinctively Scottish civil society remained in Scotland. Scotland retained a 
separate judicial system, a very different educational system in, schools and universities, and a separate 
Church, with its own variety of Protestantism.”
96
 The authors conclude that due to these facts it is 
possible to speak of an active civil society which is different to the rest of the United Kingdom.  
 
Theme: competition over scarce resources 
Beginning with the aspect regarding scare resources, the finding indicate that the majority of SNP 
voters belief that the SNP will do policies which are more in favour of the national (=Scottish) 
wellbeing than the policies of the “old” parties such as Labour and the Conservatives. As has been 
analysed by Johns, Mitchel and Carman the SNP performed so well during the 2011 elections because 
“…most voters thought that the party would do a better job in office than its rivals, including its chief 
rival, the Labour Party.”
97
 Furthermore, there is also some statistical data which indicates that the 
supporters for the SNP promote that Scotland has control of national resources. “Q3. If Scotland was 
currently an independent country, would you vote to surrender control of taxation, welfare, defence and 
oil revenues in order to join the Union”? 55% of the respondents answered with no (total 556) and 
more interestingly 73% of those who marked no have voted SNP (2011 elections).
98
 This states that 
most of the supporters for the SNP prefer that the control of such resources fully moves to Edinburgh.  
 
Regarding the topic of scare resources, the most prominent argument from the side of the SNP is the 
fully utilisation of the Scottish North Sea oil reserves. From an economic perspective, the SNP 
advocates that Scotland would be better off being independent. To present an example, Alex Salmond 
leader of the SNP mentioned during a speech (19.10.2013) the economic benefits from having full 
control over the local oil reserves. ”For every one of the last 30 years Scotland has generated more tax 
per head than the UK as a whole. And without a single penny from the North Sea our national income, 
per head, is virtually the same as the UK’s. With oil, our economy is almost one-fifth bigger. And we 
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produce six times as much oil as we need.”99 In addition, the SNP states there are huge oil reserves in 
the North Sea worth up to £ 1.5 trillion. The just mentioned argument from the SNP can be partly 
backed up by academic findings. A paper published by Wälde (2003) comes to the conclusion that 
Scotland can profit massively from having fully control of the costal oil reserves.
100
 This argument 
from Wälde can be seen as supporting the SNPs calculation (regarding the benefits from the North-Sea 
oil). In addition, this is supported by the economic representation “Business for Scotland” who presents 
similar very positive facts about the benefits of having an independent control over the oil reserves.
101
 
In relation to the just mentioned, voters who support the SNP believe that Scotland should have full 
control of national oil reserves. A question from Panelbase asked: “Q1. Which, if any, of the following 
powers do you think SHOULD be devolved to Scotland in the event of a No vote?” 53% of the 
interviewed people responded to the pre-given questionnaire that Scotland should have in any case 
control of the oil revenues. Out of these 53% (540 respondents in total terms), 74% have voted for the 
SNP in the 2011 election.
102
 It is not aim at this moment do discuss the actual benefits of the Scottish 
oil reserves, however there is a clear link between support for SNP and being in favour that Scotland 
has independent control of the oil resources.  
 
One argument put forward by the SNP is, that “…Scotland gets 9.3% of UK spending, but generates 
9.9% of UK taxes. Scotland's finances are stronger than the UK's as a whole to the tune of £4.4 
billion... .
103
” This would be approximately £824 for every person in Scotland (according to SNP´s 
calculation). This argument from the SNP, regarding the protection of limited resources can be seen by 
another policy. During the SNPs minority government (2007 – 2011) the party designed a “…defensive 
policy…to limit the possibility of English, Welsh and Irish ‘fee refugees’overwhelming Scottish 
universities.”
104
   
The SNP never mentions that Scotland is worse off compared to the rest of the UK. The SNPs main 
argument is that each Scottish citizen would be financially better off with independence.
105
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    Nationalist (such as the SNP) state that the country is subsidizing the rest of the UK, while those 
who stand in favour that Scotland remains a part of the UK promote contrary arguments.
106
 At this 
point the statistical material could not provide any clear evidence which indicates that those who vote 
SNP belief that their financial situation would improve. The only point of orientation which can be put 
forward is the previously discussed question “Scotland could be a successful, independent country" 
from Panelbase (has been discussed in the previous theme section). However, the validity of this data is 
rather limited since it was not specifically asked if the support in the 2011 elections was due to the 
belief that the SNP would stand for a fairer distribution of the resources (such as oil). This is a further 
example which shows that the SNP is “protecting” national resources for the wellbeing of Scottish 
citizens. This defensive University education was established to lower the amount of English “tuition 
fee-escaping” students. 
 
To sum up, it is evident that the SNPs is mentioning the unequal distribution of resources and that most 
of those who vote SNP also think that Scotland should have control of financial assets. This paper is 
not discussing if there actually is a real competition over scare resources, but it is evident that 
supporters for the SNP are also concerned about the nation’s available resources. This argumentation is 
in line with Calhouns contribution who writes that the modern state lacks to equally distribute 
resources and that therefore movements arise in order to participate at an equal share. The support for 
the SNP therefore can be seen as a struggle over resources. This topic has also been presented by 
Hylland Eriksen. He mentioned that today’s identity politics are connected with the competition over 
scarce resources, however while looking at the SNPs documents there is no direct statement that 
Scotland is worse off. It is the main aim by the SNP to collect the benefits from being independent 
(such as the just mentioned £824). This is backed up by Sutton and Vertigans who see that a NSM is 
partly characterised by improving life quality and by wealth distribution.  
 
Theme: national identity/nationalism 
This theme chapter will discuss in how far the support for the SNP can be linked to concepts of 
nationalism and national identity. To start with this sub-chapter, it briefly needs to be noted that the 
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concept of nation state can be seen as an “invention” of governments (Cohen and Kennedy). Even 
though the concept of nation state is originated in the 19
th
 century, it is still applicable to the present 
case of Scotland. In 1707 the parliaments in Scotland and England agreed to form a Union and 
Scotland has participated as a kind of “…a sub-state nation within the wider unitary British state, and 
as such it was the British state that took on many of the operational, as well as the symbolic, functions 
of the modern nation-state.”107 Furthermore, the present nationalist movement is not a recent 
phenomenon. The nationalist movement started 40 years ago and became more and more popular. 
Scottish nationalism grew from a marginal appearance to being very present aspect of Scottish 
politics.
108
 
 
To begin, the SNP promotes a multi-ethnic Scotland. A new citizenship policy which is proposed by 
the SNP would give citizenship to everyone who is born in Scotland. As has been investigated by 
Kearton the SNPs citizenship policy is emphasizing, that “…Scottishness is inclusive, and compatible 
with different identities and ethnicities.
109
 Mycock comes to a similar conclusion in his paper (2012).   
As can be seen from the SNPs policy overview, Scotland’s future, the party is open to immigrants and 
does not base citizenship on ethnicity. “Migrants have played an important part throughout Scottish 
history in enriching and renewing our culture and boosting the economy of the country. We will 
welcome people who want to come to work and live in Scotland.”
110
 As per the SNP, anyone living in 
Scotland can be Scottish.
111
 
 
However Mycock adds a further aspect in which he mentions that the SNP has made an attempt in 
order to create a form of Scottish identity. There have been initiatives by the SNP, such as the 
promotion of Gaelic and Scots at schools and in the public administration. “The SNP assert Scots ‘is 
part of our identity and our heritage as a nation’ whilst Gaelic is ‘a unique and essential part of our rich 
cultural life, it is a national language’… .
112
” However, there is no positive feedback within the Scottish 
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society. Most of the people in Scotland do not even know any of the languages.113 Other efforts of the 
SNP in order to create a national feeling and an identity include changes in the school curriculum 
towards having greater emphasis on the history, culture and language of Scotland. Mycock refers in his 
analysis to other scholars which view such attempts as promoting Anglophobia and shifting from 
“…civic nationalism…” to “…the blood-and-soil variety.
114
” However, this can be seen as a partial 
attempt to create a national identity. Keating comments, that it is a”… curious feature of the Scottish 
National Party is that it has devoted little time and attention to nation-building in Scotland. Since the 
idea of a Scottish nation is so unchallenged, it seems to think that this is unnecessary.”
115
 Furthermore, 
the “…SNP, on the other hand, has not managed to reinvent the idea of the nation so as to underpin an 
independence project.”
116
 As per Hylland Eriksens theory, the aspect of identity creation is only partly 
fulfilled. The partly promotion of a Scottish identity (by the SNP) might help to gain the votes of the 
voters who are still undecided. Unlike Hylland Eriksens contribution there is no evidence that the SNP 
fears a loss of identity or has a broad and well-aimed policy to create a national identity. Exceptions to 
this are the increased use of the old language Gaelic. To briefly conclude based on the existing 
material, it is possible to say that there is partially a promotion of a Scottish homogeneous society 
which is aimed to be different from the rest of the UK. Even though academic literature mentions that 
the SNP does not actively contribute to creating an identity (literature from 2011), it seems that in 
recent time there has been some incentive to create a kind of identity. In their policy statement 
Scotland´s future, the party mentions that it is one aim to further promote the use of Gaelic.
117
 This 
development is supported by Hyland Eriksen. This language policy can be seen as a progress towards 
more identity politics.   
 
Looking at the voters of the SNP, there is evidence which states that the supporters of the SNP have 
much more of a nationalist feeling. The voters of the SNP hold the opinion that a government in 
Scotland having full power is better than the government in London. Regarding the question: “Who do 
you trust to take the best decisions for Scotland: the Scottish Government or the Westminster 
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Government?” Out of all those who voted for the SNP (2011 elections) 85% preferred to have a 
national government in Scotland.
118
 This is a clear sign that the majority of the SNP supporters prefer 
to have independence. In addition, in line with the theory by Hylland Eriksen, this simple question 
(which does not go into detail, for instance with economic issues) shows, that the supporters of the SNP 
feel more comfortable and have more trust in having a rather “local” government than being governed 
by London.  
 
The SNPs desire for autonomy is as per Sutton and Vertigans a characteristic of a NSM. In addition as 
per the authors such a NSM is aiming self-realisation which. The quest for self-realisation can be 
applied to the SNPs independence goal and thus have a kind of political self-realisation (the policies for 
Scotland are made in Edinburgh and not in London).119  
 
Theme: symbolism  
Looking at the SNPs use of Scotland’s history and their use of symbols, there is not much material. In 
general, while looking at the SNP, their speeches and publications it could not be found any evidence 
that the SNP uses any kind of symbolism symbols, even though there have been wars and conflicts 
between Scotland and England.
120
 In addition, there is no material which hints that the SNP remembers 
old events of injustice or remembers any other form of symbolism. The only exception to this is the 
date of the independence referendum which is the 18
th
 of September 2014.
121
 The date of this 
referendum was chosen in remembrance because this date is close to the 700th year anniversary of the 
Battle of Bannockburn (23–24 June 1314).
122
  At this battle, which took place during the First War of 
the Scottish Wars of Independence (1296–1328), a heavily outnumbered Scottish army under Robert 
the Bruce defeated the English army which was commanded by King Edward II.
123
 This battle is the 
only clear sign that the SNP uses a symbol in order to promote their independence referendum. (The 
Guardian 2012; Herald Scotland and New York Times)124 As Aroney mentions, “Other important 
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matters have also been of political and symbolic importance, such as the timing, administration and 
place of the referendum.
125
”  
 
To briefly conclude this sub-section, it is evident that the SNP almost completely abstains from any use 
of symbolism or any form of myth creation. The only real evidence which shows that the SNP uses 
symbolism is the date of the independence referendum. In contrast to the given contributions from the 
theory, the SNP does not remember any kind of injustice Scotland suffered from England. In relation to 
this, the SNP also does not create any myth about the Scottish identity and does not remember any 
historical personalities (such as William Wallace who was a leading figure during the Scottish Wars of 
Independence).
126
 Therefore the use of symbolism is very limited.  
 
Theme: “influence of globalisation”  
This last sub-section, will investigate if there is a link between globalisation and the support for the 
SNP. 
While consulting the given material, there could not be observed any link between globalisation and 
Scottish nationalism. It might be that there is a Scottish identity which is connected to its history (see 
quote by Keating, 2011, p 7). However, the SNP does not make any clear and direct link to the Scottish 
history or towards the many conflicts between Scotland and England. As the only minor exception to 
this, the date of the referendum can be seen (as has been discussed previously).  Furthermore, it seems 
that the SNP is open towards foreign input. Taking for example the case of the European Union, the 
SNP has a positive approach towards the EU and does not even raise the question wheatear to be a 
member or not. “The SNP today welcomed expert opinion confirming that negotiations on Scotland’s 
position within the EU would take place after a Yes vote in 2014 and before independence” (Dec 
2013).
127
 Furthermore, as can be seen from the policy document Scotland´s future (which has been 
discussed previously) the SNP does not see globalisation as a threat, but more as an opportunity.128 
This view is supported by Gerry.
129
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   As has been mentioned, Keating mentions that the idea of a Scottish identity is seen as a fact by the 
SNP.
130
 This view is shared by Gerry who mentions that the SNP has not participated in building a 
national identity and did not make an attempt to exploit the Scottish identity or history.
131
 As discussed 
previously there is a little momentum within the SNP to promote a sense of identity (e.g.: Gaelic 
language policy). From side of the SNP, there is also no “fear” of immigration. The party stated in their 
policy overview (Scotland´s future), that Scotland needs a different migration policy than the rest of the 
UK (due to a lower growth in population). Therefore Scotland needs to establish its own migration 
policy.
132
 “The party has sought to tie multiculturalism and immigration to the independence cause… 
.
133
” As can be seen from the findings, the theoretical notion of supranational institutions and its 
possible catalysing effect towards nationalism is not applicable. Furthermore, Conversi´s concept 
regarding the possible loss of national identity is also not applicable while looking at the SNP. Based 
on the findings presented in this subsection and comparing them to the theoretical contributions it is not 
possible, from the present viewpoint, to establish a link between globalisation and the support for the 
SNP.  
The above gathered findings will be summarised and evaluated in the following “Conclusion” section 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
As be seen from the above the present support for the SNP cannot easily be described and categorised 
with one set of theories. To briefly sum up, the support for the SNP is carried out by all social classes 
within Scotland. It is not just a certain part of the population which favours independence. The analysis 
however, has shown that independence seems to be more favoured by classes with lower socio-
economic background and by male voters. Keeping the theory in mind, it is possible to say that the 
support for the SNP can be seen as an active civil society which sees the SNP as a way to improve the 
present status quo.  
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From the SNP´s standpoint my material suggests that their main concern for independence is of 
economic origin and about the competition over the resources (such as oil and gas). As will be 
discussed later, independence based on nationality or ethnicity is not very relevant for the SNP. The 
statistical data has shown that there is a strong link between those who support the SNP and their quest 
for control of the North Sea Oil. So far, this project can confirm that most of the voters who vote for 
the SNP also prefer to have a national control (= policies decided only in Edinburgh) of resources. 
There might be also other factors which drive the supporters of the SNP to vote for independence, but it 
was not possible from the given material to find any further aspects. This will be up to further research. 
In any ways, there is strong evidence that the competition over resources (such as the oil or tax 
contributions) is very important to the supporters of the SNP. Therefore, being in line with the theory, 
the support for the SNP can be seen as a form of nationalist policies. In addition, there is evidence to 
argue that due to the perceived unequal distribution of resources, the SNP gained more and more 
voters. Examples in this project were the perceived unequal distribution of taxes or the distribution of 
the North Sea oil.  
   Regarding the concept of nationalism, surprisingly and in contrast as one might have guessed while 
reading the introduction, it seems that the support for the SNP is not that much of a nationalist 
movement. So far the analysed material is not in line with the theoretical contributions. Recently, there 
has been some action from the SNP to promote a kind of national identity (as can be seen by the Gaelic 
language policy). However, there is no fear from the side of the SNP that there might be a loss of 
national (Scottish) identity. An example of this is the parties very open policy towards immigration. 
Furthermore, in contrast to neo-nationalist theory, the case there is hardly any symbolism present. In 
line with the just stated and in contrast to the theoretical contribution there is hardly any evidence of the 
use of symbols by the SNP. The only exception is the date of the referendum. A possible reason for the 
SNP, in not using symbols, could be that the party does not want to have the image of an extreme more 
right wing party. However, the party policies, in contrast to the theory, can be seen more as “left-wing” 
policies.  
Finally, also while looking at the effects of globalisation, there is no evidence that this might be the 
cause for the support for the SNP and the relatively high support for independence.  
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In order to answer the Research Question of this paper, one can conclude that the support for the SNP 
can be seen as a New Social Movement. Even though, most of the supporters are male and from a 
lower socio-economic background. Looking at the analysis the main support for the SNP is motivated 
by economic aspects and about the distribution of resources. The presented theories regarding New 
Social Movement, Neo-nationalism or globalisation are in itself not sufficient to explain the present 
case of Scotland. Therefore, the high support for the SNP is due to economic reasons. This statement 
will be picked up and further elaborated in the afterthoughts section. In this section, the practical use of 
this projects findings will be discussed further. 
 
 
Afterthoughts  
 
This project has shown that the present support for the SNP´s independence referendum is mainly due 
to economic reasons. So far, there are no conflicts regarding identity politics or the influence of the 
forces of globalisation. The latter two aspects are not applicable for the case of Scotland. At this point 
one can only speculate why the support for independence is mostly preferred by male voters from a 
lower socio economic background. This is a question which needs to be addressed in future research. 
Furthermore a possible topic for future research is the decline of labour (which used to be very popular 
in Scotland) towards the SNP. This is also a further question for another case study.  
   It seems that in a future research about this projects topic, the focus should be more towards theories 
which in-cooperate economic aspects. Furthermore, in such a future project it would be a good idea to 
conduct surveys oneself. In doing so, it is much easier to examine the concepts presented by the theory. 
A further perspective in such a research could be to focus more on other aspects. In that way one might 
get a different outcome. Grosby mentions three aspects which bond a nation together. These are time, 
memory and territory.
134
 The first aspect refers to the history of a society, from the early beginnings to 
present day. The society is aware of its existence. The second aspect relates to a nations share of 
traditions, historical experiences and religion. Finally, the term territory refers to the place a person and 
the fellow people are born. There is the belief, that the place in which people are born is a property of 
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this ethnicity.135 These are possible starting points for further research. It could also be interesting to 
analyse if the present support for the SNP is a result of the other parties (such as Labour or the 
Conservatives) lack of successful policy setting.  
   Regarding the relevance of this project, it is interesting to use the findings and perspective the 
outcome. To briefly refer to the methods section, this project is not aiming to create a new theory but 
the findings of this project can be used in order to generate a hypothesis for similar cases. A similar 
case, as already mentioned, is the movement in Quebec. As can be seen so far, there has been a 
peaceful coexistence within Canada. Also in terms of ethnicity of religion it seems that the differences 
are similar to the case of Scotland.
136
 Therefore, there could be a possibility that the conflict is of 
similar economic nature. While applying the findings to other cases, one should look at first if there 
have been in recent time any conflicts within a nation or between ethnicities. Another interesting aspect 
is, if an ethnicity or group of people has always lived within a nation or if the present status quo is a 
result of an artificial nation building (as it was the case in 1707 between England and Scotland). If 
these aspects are not given, it would be interesting to investigate if the sudden desire for independence 
is of a similar origin as it is in Scotland. In the present case, there could not be found any link between 
globalisation and the increase of nationalist support towards the SNP.  
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Appendix  
 
Section 1)  
 
Dear Rolf Peter, 
 
1. Social Grades in the UK are described here: 
 
http://www.abc1demographic.co.uk/ 
 
2. Online panel - analysis and weighting are described in the tables 
 
3. Polls are well summarised here: 
 
http://ukpollingreport.co.uk/scottish-independence-referendum 
 
And on today's question about Q9a - we asked that follow up to people who said they were undecided, to see 
which way they were tending to lean. It was asked during the same interview. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Ivor 
 
 
From: Rolf Peter Josef Christopher Maria Greve [rpg@ruc.dk] 
Sent: 12 December 2013 15:33 
To: Ivor Knox 
Subject: VS: survey regarding independence referendum  
Dear Ivor, 
I wanted to get quickly back to you. A few days ago I contact you regarding the a few question about the survey 
on panelbase. I have forwarded my old mail to you with the questions. In addition, I have a further question 
regarding the attached survey:  
The question is about Q9a.: 
Q9a. If the referendum was today, and you were standing in the polling booth right now, how would you 
vote? Should Scotland be an independent country? 
-how should I understand this question?  Where those who were undecided during the time of the survey 
asked again about their opinion torwards independence? (if yes, after how much time?) 
Thank you very much for your help and time 
Kind regards  
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Rolf Peter Greve 
Fra: Rolf Peter Josef Christopher Maria Greve  
Sendt: 28. november 2013 17:42 
Til: Ivor Knox 
Emne: AW: survey regarding independence referendum  
  
Dear Ivor,  
  
as you might remember I am writing my semester project about Scotland’s independence movement. 
I find the surveys on your homepage very interesting and I would like to use them.  
I have however  a few questions: 
1)      1)  Could you please forward the code book to me. It is for instance not clear how to understand the 
socio-economic grading 
  
2)      2) I would also like to have some background information of how the data has been gathered? How 
were people selected and how did you get the data (was it via telephone calls or online surveys? How 
did you make sure to get a homogeneous representation of Scotland´s population 
  
3)      3) Do you know other survey organisations which I could use  for my studies? So far I have seen that 
YouGov, http://whatscotlandthinks.org and TNS have a few other surveys.  
Thank you very much for your help 
Kind regards, 
Rolf Peter Greve 
 
Section 2) 
 
Hi Rolf, 
Many thanks for your email – I’m glad to know this is of interest beyond Scotland! 
There is a very simple answer to your question – you are comparing results to two different questions.  We are 
asking how people intend to vote in the referendum at Q1.  However, Panelbase’s Q1 asks whether people 
agree that "Scotland could be a successful, independent country".  That is a very different question, and I 
would expect people to answer differently. 
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To compare, you should take a look at Panelbase’s Q3 – as this is the same measure.  However, you’ll find that 
even when you do this you’ll find differences!  This is for a number of reasons – we interview people face-to-
face, whilst Panelbase do it online, for example. 
If you haven’t found it already, a really good place for you to look would be the website 
“www.whatscotlandthinks.org”.  This is a very good website run by ScotCen and the main Contributor is 
Professor John Curtice from Strathclyde University, who is an expert on polling generally, but specifically 
Scotland.  He has written lots of commentary about our polls and those from other organisations, which I’m 
sure you’d find useful to read to understand the data when you are comparing. 
I hope this is useful, and good luck with the project. 
Alastair 
Alastair Graham 
Associate Director, TNS BMRB 
d +44 (0)131 243 3920 
From: Rolf Peter Josef Christopher Maria Greve [mailto:rpg@ruc.dk]  
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 10:30 PM 
To: Graham, Alastair (TSEDB) 
Subject: question regarding survey 
Dear Alastair, 
 
I am writing my semester project about the next years Scottish independence referendum and right now 
I am going through statistical material in order to write my analysis. I am mainly interested to 
investigate if the support about the relatively high support for the SNP. 
 
I have encountered a small problem and I was wondering if you could find a few minutes to help me. I 
am very sorry, if I start asking for too much and I fully understand if you are too busy to get back to 
me. Nevertheless, I would be very happy to get your opinion: 
 
I have been comparing the findings from panelbase and the findings form TNS. I have looked at the 
latest research from both agencies regarding Scottish independence and I found a relatively big 
mismatch between those two sets of data (which actually shouldn´t be there).  
 
At Panelbase´ survey (attached PDF), the following could be extracted: 
 
Regarding the Question: Q1. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: "Scotland could 
be a successful, independent country"   
The was the socio-economic data:   (AB: 47%; C1: 42%; C2: 53%; DE: 62%). 
 
 48 
However, a smiliar question was asked by TNS (almost during the same time as the above mentioned 
survey) 
 
Q1. There will be a referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014. How do you 
intend to vote in response to the question: Should Scotland be an independent country?   
The was the socio-economic data in this survey was:  (AB: 18%; C1: 23%; C2: 23%; DE: 33%). 
 
My question is: How is such a relatively big gap between the different surveys possible. I would expect 
a deviation of a few percentage points as normal, but in some cases the difference is really high (for 
instance the section of C1). 
Could it be that there have been some mistakes? Or is it possible that different regions have been 
surveyed? 
 
Thank you very much for your time. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Rolf Peter Greve 
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